This stimulating, thoughtful book is the report of a symposium convened by the Ciba Foundation to consider the fundamental moral and ethical problems brought to the fore by the growing increase in medical knowledge. These problems concern not only the principles governing the treatment of individuals, but also concern the relationship of medicine to the community as a whole, and they are problems that will increasingly demand attention as the scope of medicine widens yet further.
To discuss these problems the Ciba Foundation assembled a distinguished team of physicians and surgeons from Europe and North America, together with equally distinguished lawyers and theologians. To some extent the title of the volume is misleading, as the discussions are mainly concerned with the problems arising from the modern methods of treating renal failure, namely transplantation and repeated dialysis. This is perhaps not surprising, for it is workers in this field who have, as yet, been brought most abruptly face-to-
